
18th Judicial District 
Cameras in the Courtroom Procedures 
 
The following guidelines are intended to clarify the process for obtaining permission for camera and/or 
audio coverage of court proceedings in Sedgwick County. Kansas Supreme Court Rule 1001 governs 
the use of cameras and recording devices in courtrooms in Kansas.  A copy of Rule 1001 is attached. 
 
General Guidelines 

• All requests for camera and/or audio coverage of court proceedings shall be directed to the 
media coordinator. Requests (with the exception of requests to cover 1st appearances) must be 
in writing. Requests must include the defendant’s full name, and the case number if available. 
E-mail requests are preferred. The media coordinator will maintain a master list of all coverage 
requests submitted by the media.   

• Media outlets are responsible for verifying permission for camera and/or audio coverage of a 
particular case at each stage of the proceeding. 

• Media outlets are cautioned that approval of a request for cameras in a courtroom is 
discretionary and conditional, and may be withdrawn at any time. 

• Photographers/Reporters must check in with the court to receive instructions on where to set up 
equipment and to receive any special instructions, prior to the beginning of court. 

• Requests for photography of docket calls are case and defendant specific. Photography of 
defendants or participants in other cases is not permitted.  

• Requests for coverage are confidential, and are not shared with other media outlets. 
• In the event that multiple requests for camera and/or audio coverage of a trial are received, the 

first outlet requesting coverage will be designated as pool camera for the first day of the 
proceeding. Media outlets are responsible for making their own pool arrangements after the 
first day of the trial. 

• Only one television camera is allowed in the courtroom. Duplication and distribution of video 
must be accomplished outside the courtroom. 

• Media outlets have agreed that they are not entitled to pool images, audio or video unless they 
have staffed the proceeding for the day in question. 

 
Criminal Court Procedures 
First Appearances 
Requests for camera and/or audio coverage of first appearances should be directed to the media 
coordinator as early in the day as possible. Requests will be forwarded immediately to the court.  
Approval of requests may be assumed, unless otherwise notified by the court. 
 
Preliminary Hearing Docket/Preliminary Hearings/ Pretrial Motions and Hearings 
Pursuant to Rule 1001, written request for camera and/or audio coverage of criminal matters should be 
forwarded to the media coordinator as soon as possible following first appearances. The media 
coordinator will maintain a master list of all requests, and will forward copies of written requests for 
camera and/or audio coverage to the Criminal Court clerk for insertion into the case file, along with a 
copy to the Criminal Assignment court.  Approval of requests to cover the preliminary hearing docket 
call may be assumed, unless otherwise notified by the court, so long as a proper written request is on 
file with the court. 
 
The Criminal Assignment Court will notify the court to which a case is assigned for hearing of a 
properly filed media request for camera and/or audio coverage as soon as possible. It is the 
responsibility of the requesting media to ascertain to what court the case is assigned, and to follow up 
with that court regarding permission for cameras and/or audio coverage. 
 



Jury Trials 
Rule 1001 requires that a request for camera and/or audio coverage be filed no less than one week prior 
to the proceeding. . It is the responsibility of the requesting media to ascertain to what court the case is 
assigned, and to follow up with the Media Coordinator or directly with the court regarding permission 
for cameras and/or audio coverage. 
 
In cases where permission to cover a trial is denied, the court will notify the media coordinator as soon 
as possible. 
 
Media outlets are responsible for maintaining their own court calendar, and for confirming permission 
for camera and/or audio coverage with the trial judge in advance of the proceeding.  
 
Sentencing and Post Trial Hearings or Motions 
Assuming that permission for camera and/or audio coverage was properly requested and granted, and 
that the case is still assigned to the trial judge, media outlets wishing to cover post trial motions and 
sentencing should simply communicate their intention to the trial judge in advance. 
 
If the case has been reassigned, the media outlet should verify that they still have permission for camera 
and/or audio coverage with the new judge as soon as the hearing is scheduled. 
 
Civil Court Procedures 
Request for camera and/or audio coverage of all civil court proceedings should be directed to the media 
coordinator as soon as possible. The media coordinator will forward requests to the Civil Assignment 
court for review. The court will notify the media coordinator of the disposition of cases scheduled for 
trial for which a camera/audio request has been received.  
 
Media outlets are responsible for maintaining their own court calendar, and for confirming permission 
for camera and/or audio coverage with the Media Coordinator or the trial judge in advance of the 
proceeding. 
 
Contact Information 
Requests for camera and/or audio coverage should be directed to Randy Brown: 
 
E-mail:   randy.brown@wichita.edu  
 
Fax:   (316)978-3006 
Phone:   (316) 978-6080 – for 1st Appearances and unscheduled hearings. 
Cell: (316) 371-9154 – for  EMERGENCIES only 
Home:                           (316) 636-5791 – for EMERGENCIES only. 
 
 
 
Revised: 2/1/04 



The Supreme Court of the State of Kansas - Rule 1001 
MEDIA COVERAGE OF JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 
The news media and educational television stations may photograph and record public 
proceedings before the Appellate, District and Municipal Courts of this state in accordance 
with the following applicable conditions and procedures and with such other conditions and 
procedures as may be required from time to time by the Supreme Court:  

1. The privilege granted by this rule to photograph and record court proceedings may be 
exercised only by the news media and educational television stations. Film, videotape, 
photography, and audio reproductions shall be used for the purpose of education or news 
dissemination only.  

2. The privilege granted by the rule does not limit or restrict the power, authority or 
responsibility of the judge to control the proceedings before the judge. The authority of the 
judge to exclude the media or the public at a proceeding or during the testimony of a 
witness extends to any person engaging in the privilege authorized by this rule.  

3. Audio pickup and audio recording of a conference between an attorney and client, co-
counsel, opposing counsel or attorneys and the judge are prohibited regardless of where 
conducted. Photographing of such conferences is not prohibited.  

4. Focusing on and photographing of materials on counsel tables are prohibited.  
5. Individual jurors shall not be photographed. In courtrooms where photography is 

impossible without including the jury as part of the unavoidable background, the 
photography is permitted, but close-ups which identify individual jurors are prohibited.  

6. As a matter of discretion, the judge may prohibit the audio recording and the 
photographing of a participant in a court proceeding.  

7. The trial judge shall prohibit the audio recording and photographing of a participant in a 
court proceeding if the participant so requests and (a) the participant is a victim or witness 
of a crime, a police informant, an undercover agent or a relocated witness or juvenile, or 
(b) the hearing is an evidentiary suppression hearing, a divorce proceeding or a case 
involving trade secrets. Notwithstanding the foregoing and subject to condition 6, the news 
media may record and photograph a juvenile who is being prosecuted as an adult in a 
criminal proceeding as authorized by K.S.A. 38-1636.  

8. No film, videotape, photograph, or audio reproduction of a court proceeding made by the 
media shall affect the official court record of the proceeding for purposes of appeal or 
otherwise.  

9. The administrative judge shall designate a media coordinator who shall work with the 
administrative judge, the trial judge and the media in implementing this rule in the District 
Court.  

10. The judge shall be given at least one week's notice of the intention of the media to bring 
cameras or recording equipment into the courtroom. The judge may waive this 
requirement upon a showing of good cause, but is not obligated to do so.  

11. Members of the media shall not record interviews for broadcast in the hallways 
immediately adjacent to the entrances to the courtroom if passageways are blocked or 
judicial proceedings are disturbed thereby. Photographing through the windows or open 
doors of the courtroom is prohibited. Prior to rendition of the verdict, criminal defendants 
shall not be photographed in restraints as they are being escorted to or from court 
proceedings.  

12. The judge may ban cameras from the entire floor on which a proceeding is conducted.  
13. Requests to photograph or record District Court proceedings shall be directed to the media 

coordinator. When more than one television station, still photographer or audio recorder 
desires to cover a court proceeding, the media coordinator shall designate the pool 



photographer and audio recorder. If there is a dispute as to the pool designation or the 
equipment to be used, no audio or visual equipment shall be permitted at the proceeding. 
Requests for copies of audio recordings, video tape or photographs shall be directed to 
the pool representatives only who shall supply copies upon request to media 
representatives at a price not exceeding actual cost.  

14. The trial judge shall designate the location in the courtroom for the electronic and 
photographic equipment and operators. Under the general supervision of the Chief 
Justice, the Clerk of the Appellate Courts shall supervise the location of media equipment, 
and personnel using the equipment, within the Supreme Court courtroom. The presiding 
judge of the Court of Appeals panel shall supervise the location of media equipment, and 
personnel using the equipment, at hearings before the Court of Appeals. Equipment and 
operators ordinarily should be restricted to areas open to the public. The equipment and 
operators, however, shall not impede the view of persons seated in the public area of the 
courtroom. Operators shall occupy only the area authorized by the judge and shall not 
move about the courtroom for picture taking purposes during the court proceeding.  

15. Media equipment shall not be placed within or removed from the courtroom except prior to 
commencement or after adjournment of proceedings each day, or during a recess. 
Television film magazines, still camera film and lenses, and audio cassettes shall not be 
changed within the courtroom except during a recess. A still camera photographer may 
leave the courtroom with the photographer's still cameras, but may not return for additional 
photographs except during a recess.  

16. One television camera, operated by one person, and one still photographer, using not 
more than two cameras, are authorized in any court proceeding. The judge may authorize 
additional cameras or persons at the request of the media coordinator. Automatic film 
advance devices for still cameras shall not be used in the courtroom. If the still camera is 
not manufactured for silent operation, use of a quieting device is recommended. The court 
has the discretion to restrict operation of still cameras which emit distracting sounds during 
court proceedings.  

17. One audio system for radio broadcast purposes is authorized in any court proceeding. 
Audio pickup for all media purposes shall be made through an existing audio system in the 
court facility. If no suitable audio system exists in the court facility, microphones and 
related wiring shall be unobtrusive.  

18. Only audio or visual equipment which does not produce distracting light or sound may be 
used to cover a court proceeding. Artificial lighting devices shall not be used in connection 
with any audio or visual equipment. Modifications in the lighting of a district court facility 
may be made only with the approval of the administrative judge. Approval of other 
authorities also may be required.  

 

 
URL:http://www.kscourts.org/mediarul.htm 
Updated: May 2002 



SAMPLE CAMERA IN THE COURTS REQUEST 
REQUESTS MAY BE SENT VIA E-MAIL OR FACSIMILE. 
IF REQESTS ARE SENT BY FAX, PLEASE PUT THEM ON STATION LETTERHEAD. 
 
 
 
 
 
December 30, 2003 
 
KXXX Channel X Cameras in the Courtroom Request  
 
Please accept this camera request for any and all hearings regarding defendant John Doe, case number 
03 CR XXXX. Be advised that we would like to continue this request throughout the trial, sentencing 
and any post conviction procedures as they occur. 
 
Thank You for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joe Reporter 
KXXX Channel X News  

 


